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WEDNESDAY, 


MORE JERROLDIAN QUACKING!! 





Ir was stated in this Journal of March Ist, 
that the editor of Lloyd's either exasperated, 
or unsuccessful in his endeavours to do 
either Mr. E. T. Smith or Mr. Charles 
Kean an injury, had, by a “ compunctious 
visiting of nature,” come over so completely 
that it was his intention to write a new 
drama for each of those talented managers : 
it seems, however, that the sicklied fit and 
‘pale cast of thought” has again come 
o’er him, and he now, swelling with affected 
importance, puts forth his opinion and criti- 
cism of these two Managers of the Day, in 
the shape of ‘‘ The Princess’s, the Theatre 
of Universal Illustration,” and ‘* More Cor- 
sican Brothers!” It may, therefore, be 
presumed that the editor of Lloyd’s has been 
so much fed that, like Solomon, he is become 
satiated with “the meat he feeds (and has 
fed) on.” ‘Tis true, and pity ’tis ’tis 
true:” the morning cock is not more lively 
in his announcement of the dawn of day 
than is the editor of Lloyd's in his weekly 
announcement of discoveries of bad actors, 
bad managers, and sorely amazed ghosts. 

It is newly discovered, much to our edifi- 
cation, by the Dragsman of the Stage, (lo- 
cated at Lloyd’s) that Mr. G. V. Brooke 
and Mr. Charles Kean—(hitherto the latter 
gentleman has been so weak of physique 
and so obtuse of lungs—to the understand- 
ing of D. J.—that he was not to be heard) are 
the “two Great Lunes or tHE Merro- 
PoLis:” that the Manager of the Princess’s 
is the “ Zamiel of the Supernatural art” 
and the “ Genius of Blue Fire!” 











Maren 15th, 1854. 


[One Denny. 





The Miltonian mottoist of the 


“ _.. cock with lively din 
Scatters the rear of darkness thin,” 


is, in fact, to those who choose to believe it, 
a superior Critic of the Times; and thus it 
is, that by his infallible judgment and quick 
sense of things, he is enabled to make those 
discoveries of gigantic proportions in the 
Theatrical World. Ought we not then to 
hail the existence of so superior a judge— 
so great a Critic—a Critic so superb and 
redolent of Judgment, Excellence, Common 
Sense, Common Understanding, Etymology 
and Orthography—a really Funny Critic 
with the blendishments of a superior Order 
of Things? Surely this potent judge—this 
‘most wise judge,” should have faith in all 
he says and opines? He is a judge so 
clever and so witty that he can readily com- 
pare an actor to a madman—to a court 
card—to an artful card—to a Jupiter Tonaus 
—to a piece of aerial machinery—to a loco- 
motive of fast-working properties, and, in 
fact, to anything what the exponent actually 
is not, with astounding felicity! What a 
‘rising sun” such a critic must be toa 
reader ignorant of his propensities, who 
could fill himself chuck-full with the kind 
of information vended in; and what an ass 
that reader must be who would venture to 
turn quidnune and vend such opinions in 
company for his own! In such a case, 
Samuel Warren, speaking of ‘* Myself and 
some other Little Ones,” might say with 
delicate truth, ‘‘ There goes one supremely 
unconscious that he is anass!” ‘“ Heaven 
defend us from such company!” for surely 
we are “nothing if not critical.” 
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It is discovered, too, by the Supreme 
Jupiter of the day (we do not wonder at it, 
mind), that Mr, Charles Kean’s production 
of Richard III, is a “ pictorial” production 
—there is no acting in it, Oh! no!*— 
that Mr. E. T. Smith’s production of The 
Corsican Brothers (“More Corsican Bro- 
thers”) isa piece of “Old Bogieism”—a 
“disturbed spectre” that slumbered “ at the 
Princess’s,” and is, moreover, a spectre 
capable of “robbing Richardson of his 
Ghost”—a spectre of such benign pro- 
pensities that henceforth Greenwich Fair 
will not “be safe”—that it is a spectre 
which, at Drury Lane, will only “ walk this 
for a few brimstone nights, and then sink 
into the trap out of which it never ought to 
have been raised ””—that Mr. Kean, in his 
pronounciation, is addicted to a certain 
propensity for dwelling on his ‘r’s,” and 
says Richard with half-a-dozen of them, 
(R-r-r-r-r-richard), like the amateur who, 
characterized by one of our most wittiest 
writers, cried—‘‘ My Lord, the Duke of 
Bu-u-u-u-ucinkham is taken.” We never 
heard it complained of that Mr. Macready 
always “shaked” with fear,} or that any 
other actor, that was an actor and an edu- 
cated gentleman had like peculiarities ; why 
then should Mr. Kean be pulled to pieces by 
a Quixotic editor because he has a pronoun- 
ciation of words containing that consonant 
which seems to be so offensive to the ears of 
the editor of Lloyd’s? Itis a peculiarity, 


which for the harmony it admits of, we rather | 


admire than not; but that is, perhaps, merely 
a matter of taste. However, it in nothing 
admits of the far more peculiar propensities 
in which our opposing critic indulges, and 
it would be a good thing when public 
writers become so choleric and so much 
prejudiced against parties acting upon the 
same stage of life with themselves, would 
doff their hats and retire from the scene, 
rather than remain to disturb others, whose 
universal harmony might else agree to much 
better purpose, and far better and worthier 
understanding. 
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Respecting Mr. Smith’s production of 
The Corsican Brothers, it was certainly too | 
long; three acts of it would be quite suf- | 
ficient. ‘There is not scope enough for | 
Mr. Brooke to make much impression on | 


*It is admilted, though, by the showerer of mere brutum | 
fximen, that Mr. Ryder, Mr. Graham, and Miss Kate | 
Terry do act. We are surprised even at this admission 

+In Macheth, &c 


the audience,” (vide the editor of this Jour- 
nal): the piece, however, as suggested by 
the Theatrical Journal, has been shortened, 
and, we may hope, rescued from the fate 
which Lloyd’s premised for it. 

Of the production of Richard III., we 
may say that we hope it is something more 
than a “pictorial” production: it was one 
that seemed happy in all respects, and, per- 
haps, that was the reason it displeased the 
discontented one. Of Mr. Kean’s perform- 
ance of the crook-backed tyrant—it is one 
which is too-well known to the great ma- 
jority of Englishmen for them to have any 
need of running to the well of Jerrold to 
draw off any testing qualities as to its fitness 
or propriety. 

Irrespective of all this, we maintain that 
Messrs. Smith and Kean are most talented 
members of the Theatrical profession as 
Managers, and if Editors were to cast from 
them the bestial parts of their nature, it 
would not be long ere they were brought to 
acknowledge as much; and the Particular 
One of the day should remember that the 
man who might attempt to whistle a bar of 
soap would injure himself or his air passages, 
inasmuch as that one would who might en- 
deavour to sing a stave of a molasses cask. 

Bottom! thou art translated ! 


B. W. W. 

METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE, 

Tue grand national entertainment took 
place at this theatre on Wednesday last, in 
aid of a fund which is being raised for the 
suppert of the wives and children of the 
British soldiers sent, as an expeditionary 
force, to the seat of war in eastern Europe. 
The theatre was placed at the disposal of the 
committee by Mr. E. T. Smith, the lessee, 
and it is due to that gentleman to say that 
the generous act was on his part perfectly 
voluntary and spontaneous. It is not less 
creditable to Mr, G. V. Brooke and the 
various members of the company, as well as 
to the musical talent who assisted on the oc- 
casion, that their services were all rendered 
gratuitously. A number of ladies of the 
highest rank, including their Royal High- 
nesses the Duchess of Cambridge and the 
Princess Mary, consented to act as patron- 
esses, and gave the project their warmest 
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support. The chief magistrate of the City, 
with the sheriffs, and other civic dignitaries, 
had also signified their intention of promot- 
ing the laudable design by attending the 
theatre in state on the occasion. Soon after 
twelve o’clock, the streets and thoroughfares 
leading to the theatre were filled with crowds 
of people waiting to see the distinguished 
visitors. Shortly before two o'clock the 
carriages began to arrive with the ladies 
patronesses and their friends, who were re- 
ceived by Mr. E. T. Smith, the lessee, at 
the private box entrance. The Lord Mayor 
and Sheriffs were loudly cheered on making 
their appearance in their state equipages ; 
on entering the theatre they were conducted 
to a box which had been specially fitted up 
for the occasion, by being brought forgvard 
on the stage, and hung with crimson velvet 
drapery, trimmed with rich corresponding 
fringe. In front of the box an escutcheon, 
containing the City arms, was placed, and 





JOURNAL. 83 


Favanti, caused the audience to rise simul- 
taneously. The following artistes had also 
solo portions in the National Anthem :— 
Miss Stabbach, Miss Cicely Nott, Mrs. 
Alexander Newton, Miss Poole, Miss Fea- 
therstone, Mr. St. Albans, and Mr. Henri 
Drayton. This national air was received 
with immense cheering, and a vociferous 
demand being made for Mr. Smith, the 
lessee, that gentleman came before the cur- 
tain and bowed his acknowledgments to the 
house. After a brief interval the curtain 
rose again for the performance of Sheridan 
Knowles’s tragedy of Virginius, in which 
Mr. G, V. Brooke enacted his popular part 
of the Roman father. The rough simplicity 
of the republican soldier is softened and toned 
down by his love and tenderness for his 
daughter. This combination, so subtle in 
some points, has been happily produced by 
Mr. Brooke, whose performance was warmly 
applauded throughout, Mr. G, Bennett 


above it floated the ancient banners of the | played Appius Claudius correctly and well ; 
City of London. Around the tier of upper | and Mr. Mead, although he looked too old 
boxes were displayed the various flags of | to be the lover of the gentle Virginia, played 
Great Britain, intermingled with those of | carefully and well. Miss Cathcart rendered 
France, America, and other friendly nations, | the part of Virginia with taste and feeling. 
the whole producing an exceedingly light | The other parts were adequately filled. A 














































































































and beautiful effect. A portion of the dress | new farce called My Cook and House- keeper 
boxes nearest the Lord Mayor’s state box | has been produced with complete success. 
had been tastefully fitted up with crimson | The characters are sustained by Messrs. 
velvet hangings, and partitioned off from the | Belton, Young, and Miss Featherstone, 
rest, for the accommodation of the ladies} who exerted themselves in a most praise- 
patronesses present, amongst whom were | worthy manner; indeed, Mr. Belton has 
the Duchess of Inverness, the Duchess of} made quite a hit in a line of character we 
Montrose, the Marchioness of Aylesbury, the | have never seen him attempt before. 
Countess of Derby, the Countess of Shaftes- HAYMARKET. 

bury, the Countess of Landsborough, Lady | Tur new play of Duchess Eleanour, under- 
Stanley, Lady Palmerston, &c. The | stood to be from the pen of Mr. Chorley, 
Duchess of Cambridge and the Princess | came out at this theatre on Monday the 13th 
Mary, who did not arrive until after the | inst., and we are sorry to record a failure. 
performances had commenced, were received | Mr. Chorley has talent; sometimes he 
on their entrance with demonstrations of | writes with power and passion; but we 
respect by the audience, a compliment | think the dramatic element essentially wan- 
which the duchess impressively acknow- | ting in his mind. The plot of this drama is 
ledged. On the rising of the: curtain a| obscure and hazy, and, as the run of the 
brilliant scene was presented to the audience. | piece will probably be brief, it is not worth 
The entire of that vast stage, which had been | while to enter into the details. Mr. Buck- 
fitted up as a magnificent saloon, appeared | stone is unfortunate in his selection of new 
completely filled with people. The princi- | pieces, and, unless good dramas are to be 
pal vocalists were ranged in front, on the | procured, he must fall back upon revivals, 
left; the Distin sax-horns and the band of | which were matter for regret. The acting, 
the Royal Household Cavalry on the right | with two or three exceptions, was medivcre 
of the audience. The effect was singularly | in the extreme. Miss Cushman was the 
grand and imposing when the first notes of | Duchess, and endeavoured with assiduous 
the National Anthem, given by Madlle. | zeal to save the play. In spite of her dislo- 
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ungraceful attitudes, the acting of Miss 


| 





cated and abrupt elocution and singularly | are put to flight, and he is led to the Wood- 
| man’s Hut by Clarence, in which they are 


Cushman bears the impress of original ex- | eventually discovered by Sir Everard and 
cellence ; but her faults are glaring, and in | his party, who secures them in a loft, from 
any less-gifted actress would be all but in- | which they are delivered by Trump, (Mr. 
sufferable. She is a great Meg Merrilies; | W. Cooke’s horse, Beauty) the Woodman’s 


and in such parts is without a rival; but 
there are others quite as capable of support- 
ing such characters as Duchess Eleanor ; 
and we are surprised that they are no longer 
seen in the metropolis. Mr. G, Vandenhoff 
is a very rising and clever actor, probably, 
at present about equal to Davenport ; and, 
therefore, with two or three exceptions, as 
competent to lead at the Haymarket as any 
performer on the boards. A steady shower 
of hisses fell at the end of the piece. 


ASTLEY’S. 
Tue great actors, Sig.and Senora Elephanti, 
(the male and female elephants) have en- 
tered upon their engagement to perform in 
Paris at the great Cirque Franconi, where 
they are creating as much surprise and 
amusement to our new Parisian brothers as 
they did here. Before their departure they 
had the honour of performing before her 
Majesty, Prince Albert, and the Royal 
Children, to their entire satisfaction. The 
Woodman’s Horse proves a “ great hit.” 
The opening scene is the castle and domains 
of Lord de Poole, he being absent on a 
fighting campaign, leaving his daughter, the 
Lady Eva, (Mrs. Jackson) under the guar- 
dianship of his nephew, Sir Everard de 
Mountfort, (Mr. Stephens) who declares his 
love to Eva, but is rejected. A hawking 
party is made up, at which the Lady Eva’s 
horse takes fright, and is seen galloping on 
to the praire, threatening destruction to 
horse and rider, but the latter is miraculously 
rescued by the skillful arrow from the bow 
of Clarence, (Mr. Holloway) the foster son 
of the woodman, (J. W. Anson) which kills 
the horse just before reaching a precipice ; 
on the lady’s recovering, by the assistance of 
Clarence, he declares his love for her, which 
is requieted. They are interrupted by the 
false knight, Sir Everard, and the lady is 
forcibly taken back and made prisoner. 
Meanwhile Clarence hastens to the tent of 
Lord de Poole, who with his followers go to 
the rescue of the lady ; an encounter takes 
place before reaching the castle, between the 
hired villains of Sir Everard, the leader of 
whom is Staunton Brentlock, (Mr. J. Crad- 
dock) in which Lord de Poole and his party 








horse, in a very sagacious manner. They 
eventually reach the castle of Lord de Poole, 
where by the confession of Rrentlock to the 
Abbess of St. Helena, (Mrs. Stephens) and 
Clarence, disguised as a Monk, it is dis- 
covered that Sir Everard had caused the 
murder of his uncle, his father’s eldest 
brother, and (supposed murder of his infant 
son); Sir Everard, thus exposed, fires the 
castle, in the hope of destroying the Lady 
Eva, but Clarence mounts Trump, and 
galloping through the fire, rescues Eva. 
Clarence is discovered to be the son of 
Sir Everard’s Uncle, (supposed to have been 
when an infant, but found and fostered by 
the Woodman), and the Abbess of St. 
Helena is his mother. Sir Everard and 
party are overthrown; Clarence and the 
Lady Eva are pledged to each other, and 
his mother, her father, and the surviving 
parties made happy. The seven principal 
performers are called before the curtain, 
and made their bow, as also does the Wood- 
man’s horse, Trump, who, with bended 
knees, makes his bow. The scenes in the 
circle, as also the new afterpiece of the 
White Fawn, gives the greatest satisfaction 
to respectable and numerous audiences. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 

M. A. Posnett.—Apply to Mr. Payne, Bow Street, or to 
Mr. Butler, Broad Court, Bow Street. 

R. C.—The notice of the Cabinet is an advertisement. We 
have inserted it as such. 

N. Srern will observe we have complied with his request. 

M. 8.—The subject is worn out. 

A New Svus.—Give a list of the numbers to Mr. Lacey, 
Wellington Street, Strand. He keeps all the back num- 
bers. 

AN AMATEUR.—You must have practice in the country 
before you can expect to get an engagement in London. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15th, 1854. 


SHERIDAN KNOWLES. 


By Victor. 


THERE are few, perhaps, who have been in 
the habit of frequenting literary circles for 























the last quarter of a century to whom the 
cordial voice, and pleasant, genial manners 
of fine old Sheridan Knowles are not fa- 
miliar, Leigh Hunt has said of him, in 
his peculiar style of criticism,—‘* Knowles 
is like a man who has lost his head and his 
hands, and is obliged to write with his 
heart.” And certainly there is a good deal 
of truth in the apopthegm. Nevertheless, 
without any well defined theory, perhaps, 
on which to go, Knowles has constructed a 
good many plays, the success of which is 
beyond all question. Virginius, The Hunch- 
back, Love, and The Love Chase are still in 
the category of popular plays; and Woman's 
Wit, though but rarely acted, is in many re- 
spects equal to the best of them. 

As a dramatist, Knowles is entitled to 
rank somewhere betwixt Massinger and 
Otway—a high and an honourable rank, 
albeit one just short of greatness. For we 
shall not find in any acted pieces since the 
Elizabethan era as much nature, genuine 
pathos, fervour, and manly tenderftess, as in 
the dramas of the veteran poet. Knowles’s 
mind seems nearly incapable of analysis ; 
and, possibly, in imagination, Otway ex- 
celled him; but there are passages of ex- 
ceeding beauty interspersed through his 
works, 

In the delineation of paternal feeling he 
has been almost uniformly successful; and 
his female creations are real verities, some of 
them decidedly superior to Belvidera in their 
intensity, various passions, and in genuine 
sweetness and power. Virginius was partly 
indebted for its popularity to the excellent 
acting of Macready in the part; but it be- 
longs to the order of fine plays, and deserves 
admiration. Indeed, it is freer from faults 
than any of the author’s plays, unless we 
except Love; though the Hunchback’s di- 
rect appeal to the heart may be more irre- 
sistable. Altogether, Knowles must have 
the preference over his contemporaries for 
diversity of his talents, and for his skill in 
working up his scenes and characters. 


_AMATEUR THEAT 





ICALS. 
CABINET THEATRE, 
WE witnessed an amateur performance here 
on Wednesday last; a young gentleman 
ssayed in the character of Hamlet, with 
great credit, considering his age and inex- 
perience; his pronounciation is clear and 
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distinct, and his carriage on the stage easy 
aud not ungraceful; but there is a want of 
variety in his voice, and a monotony in his 
delivery which becomes wearisome after a 
time ; he appears to us to be of the Sadler’s 
Wells School, resembling the great actor 
there in many of his exits and entrances. 
We shall be happy to witness his perform- 
ance in some other part; we hear his name 
is Perey, and, perhaps, if he tries Hotspur 
he may add laurels to the name of Harry 
Percy. Mr. R. Carter cannot let a play 
pass without taking a partin it; heisa 
most painstaking and useful amateur, and 
played Claudius in a sensible and clever 
manner. Mr. Wood shewed evident signs 
of improvement as Laertes: his voice and 
figure are much in his favour. The less 
we say of Messrs. James, Pennett, and 
Greenwood, the better—we hope they will 
be more perfect another time. Mr. Dale 
made the Grave Digger too young and 
nimble ; he should remember he tells Ham- 
let he has been the sexton for forty years, 
man and boy. Mr. Gove delivered the 
text with proper emphasis, as the Ghost, 
but we thought the wig and dress was more 
like Gog and Magog, than the ghost of 
Hamlet’s father. Miss Grove looked the 
Queen Gertrude extremely well; her dress 
was very appropriate and good, and her act- 
ing more dignified than many young ladies 
we have seen attempt the character; she 
was rather too hurried in her delivery, but 
was very effective in the Chamber Scene 
with Hamlet. Miss Thornton appears very 
young, and we think, with practice, would 
sustain the part of Ophelia better another 
time: she appeared nervous, and every ex- 
cuse should be made as regards her singing. 
The farce of a Loan of a Lover followed, 
and was admirably well played throughout. 
Messrs. Turner, Hall, and Carter, were 
capital, and Miss Murrell, as Gertrude, 
would be an acquisition to a regular theatre, 
Miss Candace improves every time we see 
her play. 


ST. MARTIN'S HALL. 


On Tuesday last, too late for our impression, 
Mr. Sam. Cowell took a benefit at the 
above Hall; every seat was engaged long 
before the concert took place, and many 
hundreds were compelled to stand. The 
concert proved a rich treat in every respect, 











both the serious and comic portions being 
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most admirably in their way. Madame 
Newton Frodsham gave the song ‘“‘ Peace 
Inviting,” in a brilliant and charming style, 
and the trumpet accompaniment of Mr. 
Distin, sen., produced a most enthusiastic 
encore. Miss Fanny Ternan has a power- 
ful and sweet voice, and rendered the 
ballad, ‘“‘Why do I weep for thee,” in a 
chaste and pure style. The two Miss 
Fairbrothers’ added greatly to the concert 
by their fine playing on the pianoforte. Mr. 
G. Tedder sung “ The Boatman’s return” 
in an artistic manner. Herr Jonghman’s 
“Largo al Factotum” needs no comment 
from us, it was a most splendid effort. Mr. 
E. L. Hine was highly amusing in the 
ballad, “‘ I’m not myself atall,’”’ which was 
loudly encored. 
the evening was the comic singing of the 
talented beneficiare: Mr. Sam. Cowell is 
really a great artist as a comic singer, he 
has a splendid organ and an excellent ear, 
and not only sings the songs, but acts the 
characters, has gestures and action are so 
appropriate to the subject he introduces, 
that we look at him in a double capacity. 
His “Life and Death of Bad Macbeth” 
must be heard to know how he handles the 
subject ; also the description of ‘Alonzo the 
Brave and the Fair Imogene ;” he produced 
a powerful effect upon the audience, and 
the encores were very numerous. Mr, 
Harroway was the conductor, and presided 
at the pianoforte with admirable effect ; the 
concert appeared to give entire satisfaction. 


SURREY MUSIC HALL. 


Awoncst the favourites shining at this po- 
pular place of amusement we may mention 
The Brothers Dempsey, from the north, 
character duet singers and dancers, who do 
(in burlesque) the “Trapeze” tumbling, 
balloning, singing, dancing, &c. ; indeed, we 
heard a gentleman in the hall observe, in 
reference to them, “They can do every 
blessed thing.”” The Misses Sherron, the 
pleasing duet-singing sisters, whose soprano 
and contalto voices are prettily blended, Mr. 
John Booth, the stép-dancer, Mr. Temple- 
ton, high tenor and soprano, Mr. Gorvu, 
the Irish singer and impersonator, Mr. W. 
Warde and his son, and Madlle. Louisa, 
premier danseuse. The band is enlarged, 
and the clever Mr. Cecil Hicks still presides 
at the piano-forte. Mr. Warde sings a 


couple of ingeniously written new songs 


But the greatest treat of 








from the pen of Mr. Ramsey, of the Surrey 
Literary Institution, one a parody on“ Vil- 
likens and his Dinah ’’; on the late unfounded 
accusations against Prince Albert in Privy 
Counsel, in which some good, thongh ludi- 
crous, hints are thrown out. 


ACTORS OUT OF PLACE, 

WE cannot understand how it is, that, when 
there are so many complaints (and justly in 
some cases) of the insufliciency of the Lon- 
don companies, so many of our best actors 
are constantly without an engagement. 
Think, for a moment, of those who are at 
present away from the London theatres: 
Anderson, Sullivan, Betty, Vandenhoff, 
Stuart, Robinson, Dickenson, Pitt, &c. ; 
Miss Glyn, Miss Faucit, Miss Heraud, Miss 
Anderton, Miss Soane, Miss Sedgwick, &c. 
What a fine company these, or half, or a 
quarter of these would make? and to think 
that they are all “ wasting their sweetness ” 
is an aggravating thought. 

Vandephoff is, perhaps, too old for active 
service; but Anderson, why is he so con- 
stantly away? He ought to be at the 
Wells, playing second to Phelps; for first 
parts he is inferior, for secondary characters 
the best in the world, Stuart should sup- 
ply Bennett’s place, for Lunt is of very 
little use, being deficient in physique and 
power. Robinson or Betty should be at 
the Princess’s, so should Miss Rosa Soane, 
of whom report speaks so highly. Cannot 
Mr. Smith find a more efficient support for 
Brooke than a third-rate actress, like Mrs, 
Vickery; and Betty would be far more 
useful than Mead, whose line is much the 
same as Bennett’s. We should be glad to 
see Miss Glyn and Miss Heraud at Sadler’s 
Wells, in the place of Mrs. Ternan and 
Miss Cooper; the latter at the Lyceum 
would be invaluable, so would Miss Feather-. 
stone, 

Creswick’s company is the worst there is, 
not one in it has the least pretensions to 
excellence ; Cowle or Johnstone would im- 
prove it, and Miss Anderton is well suited 
to such a theatre. Why Mr. Creswick 
should delight in making his stage a recep- 
ticle for acting not mediocre, when so many 
excellent performers are at his service, we 
cannot divine. His company when he 
started was much better. We may comfort 
ourselves, perhaps, it is so bad now it cannot 
be worse, and may improve, Wallack’s 
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company is as complete as most; Variden- 
hoff, Wallis, Edgar, Shalders, G. Cooke, 
and Charles, are all actors of some merit. 
He and his wife are the best we have. We 
should like to see Miss Faucit in Mrs. 
Charles Kean’s place during the illness of 
the latter lady ; however, Miss Murray is a 
fine actress, and we might be much worse 
off than with her and Miss Heath. X.N. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—Permit me to reverse the opinion of 
your correspondent who signs himself ‘One, 
&e.,” on the subject of London Clowns. 
Tom Matthews, if he be the last of the 
Grimaldi school, tells of a school that has 
had its day. It might be all very well when 
there was but one clown in possession of 
the public favour ; anything he uttered, of 
course, was reckoned good ; since then other 
schools have sprung up more in keeping 
with the progressive nature of the times, and 
Flexmore is the chief exponent of this new 
school of clowns. 

Instead of being a copyist of Marshall, he 
is entirely original ; and the fact of Flex- 
more being celebrated as a clown before 
Marshall essayed the character, rather puts 
the boot on the other leg, indeed, during 
Flexmore’s first engagement at the Princess’s 
Theatre, in the pantomime of T’he Key of 
the Kingdom, the other gentleman played the 
sprite. 

I think your correspondent must have 
written his letter in even a greater hurry 
than I write this, otherwise he would not 
have mentioned dancing as one of Marshall’s 
accomplishments, while Flexmore occupied- 
any portion of his thoughts; the former is 
a clever player on the violin, he can also 
shuffle a little in clogs, beyond this his 
abilities lie in a very small compass ;_he, like 
Matthews, ‘s slow, and even at the Haymar- 
ket, with every advantage of properties and 
other requisites, the fun flags for want of 
energy. 

In conclusion, I would ask how much 
longer than a week would the wretched 
pantomime at the Strand have run without 
either of these lastenamed gentlemen ? 

R.S. 


 PROVINCIALS. 

















MANcHESTER.—QuvuEEN’s THEATRE.—The new 
drama which has proved so successful at several 
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ofthe metropolitan theatres, entitled The Gold 
Worshipper, has been produced at this house with 
new scenery, &c. We have not yet had an op- 
portunity of witnessing it. Messrs. Matthews 
and Harrison, with their clever dogs, concluded 
an engagement on Saturday last. 


Hernanpvez Crrcvs.—The enterprising mana- 
gers of this establishment have, at a great expense, 
engaged the king of clowns, Wallett, who has 
appeared every evening during the past week 
with tremendous success, the circus having been 
literally crammed every night. Mr. Wallett 
certainly, in our opinion, well merits the title he 
has won, and we doubt not he will retainit. We 
are sorry to hear that his stay is so short amongst 
us, his engagement terminating at the end of this 
week, The equestrian and other performances 
still continue as attractive and as varied as ever, 
and everything goes off with the greatest eclat. 


SuerrieLp.—Tueatre Royat.—The English 
Opera Company, consisting of Miss Louisa Pyne, 
Mr. W. Harrison, Signor Borrani, Mr. Horn- 
castle, and Mr. Bowler, together with an efficient 
London chorus have paid a second visit to this 
establishment. They have appeared in the fol- 
lowing operas. Fra Diavolo, Maritana, The En- 
chantress, Crown Diamonds, The Bohemian Girl, 
and La Sonambula. 'The band has been much 
augmented for the occasion. The theatre has 
been crowded on each representation. 


Norrrincuam.—Mkz, 8. Cnerrie’s Concert.— 
An attraction will be presented at the concert 
given by Mr. S. Chettle, the accordianist, on 
Monday next, at the Mechanics’ Hall, in the first 

ublic appearance of the Nottingham Juvenile 
ino and Fife Band. A band of thirteen ac- 
cordianists will also present themselves on that 
occasion, and the vocalists include some names of 
popularity. The programme is a very entertain- 
ing one. Mr. Chettle is known as the original 
swinging accordianist, and deserves the patron- 
age of the public. 

Liverroot.—This week Mr. Honey has given 
his services to’'the Royal Amphitheatre, where 
he has been playing the round of his different 
characters with great success. At the Royal we 
have had the most uncommon performance ever 
beheld on any stage, by a company of real 
Chinese, engaged at a great expense by the 
lessee, Mr, Copeland, 


OUR LITTL 





E CHATTER BOX 


SOHO. 
On Saturday last Mr. Vivian gave a dramatic 
entertainment at the above theatre, of a’ first- 
class charaeter. The performances commenced 
with the Follies of a Night ; the part of the Duke 
de Chatres, by Mr. Vincent, we need say no 
more, as that gentleman’s abilities are so well 
known. Dr. Druggendraft was very well played 
by Mr. West. Pierre Palliyt was gone through 
with great vivacity by Mr. Vivian; we are glad 
to see that this gentleman has taken our advice 
in regard to his stage walk, and it would be 
still more improved if he did not endeavour to 
add to his stature by wearing such terrific heels 
to his boots; the other parts were well filled.. 
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Miss Somerset is improving. The second picce | points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 


was the well-known drama of Used Up; Sir 
Charles Coldstream, by Mr. Vivian, who played 
the part extremely well, as did Mr. Raymond 
that of Firebrace ; it was a great improvement on 
his Charles the Second. The make-up of Mr. 
West, as Sir Adonis Leech, put us in mind of 
Grindoff, in The Miller and his Men. Misses 
Love and Baddeley were, as usual, charming. 
The farce of Stage Struck concluded the evening’s 
amusements, and sent its hearers laughing to 
their beds. As a whole, we have not seen an 
amateur performance go off so well for some 
time. 

Mr. Srvart is playing a most successful-en- 
gagement at the Britannia Saloon. He is a great 
favourite. 

Tue Sranparp Tuearre, we hear, will have 
to boast, as usual, of novelty of a particular cast 
at Easter. 

Mr. Henry Nicuott.s is creating a great furore 
at the Soho by his inimitable personation of 
Shaksperian characters. 

We are informed Mr. Payne is about taking 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre at the close of Messrs. 
Greenwood and Phelps’ season. Messrs. Farren, 
Wright, and Miss Marshall, with other well- 
known talent, are to form the company. 


Tuart talented and amusing comic singer, Mr. 


T. Penniket, takes his annual benefit concert on | 


Wednesday, the 22nd inst., at the Doctor John- 
son’s Tavern, Fleet Street, when a host of talent 
will appear. 

Ar the annual meeting of the Printer’s Pension 
Society, the Secretary read that the following 
sums had been received from the treasurer of the 
Printers’ Dramatic Society:—Prince Albert, 
£5 5s., the Duke of Cambridge, £5. ‘The above 
sums were the sums sent at their annual per- 
formance, at the St. James’s Theatre, in 1853. 
We understand the latter society are making 
arrangements for a performance to take place the 
latter end of this month, 


Otymric.—A musical comedietta called The 
Wrong Box, will be produced at this theatre on 
Thursday evening. Miss P. Horton, who has 
not had much opportunity for displaying her 
vocal talent here, will have a principal part, and 
Mr. F. Robinson, late of the Lyceum Theatre, 
will make his first appearance on this stage in 
the new piece. 

Quren’s.—Mr. Manders has made a sensation 
here by his personation of the hero of the bur- 
lesque of Villikins and his Dinah, which he ren- 
ders with a rich vein of drollery that keeps the 
house in a roar of laughter. He is especially 
ludicrous in the dying scene, which is encored 
nightly. The other characters are well sup- 
ported, especially Dinah, by Miss Watson. 


~ ADVERTISEMENTS. 








ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 
© magnificently re-decorated Suile of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Ball Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up in asuperiorstyle. 153 
amense ami costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 





sustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
deeil of unparetleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer's inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from *f LaSonnambula,” “ Lucia de 
Lammermoor,” ¢ Les Huguenots,” “ Puritani,” &e. And 
a programme of Danse Music, consisting of the most novel 
and choicest compositions of the day, including The 
“‘Sultana’s,” ‘‘ Malta,” and ‘“ Vive Paris” Quadrilles. ‘‘ Le 
Carillonneur de Bruges,” ‘‘Violante,” and “ Stella” Waltzes. 
‘*Our British Queen,” ‘Floral Fete,” and ‘ Rochester” 
Poikas. The ‘‘Artillery” and ‘‘ Close of the Ball” Galops, 
&c. Doors open at Eight o’clock and close at Twelve. 
Admission 1s. 

N.B.—Mr. W. M. Packer’s ANNUAL BENEFIT is 
appointed to take place on Tuurspay, March 30th, 1854, 
when (by general desire)a GRAND BAL MASQUE will 
will be given, it being positively the Final One this season. 
Gentleman’s Tickets, 5s.; Lady’s ditto 3s. 


HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour:d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame. TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 





ABINET THEATRE, LIVERPOOL STREET’ 
Kino’s Cross. A Performance will take place here 
on WEDNESDAY EVENING NEXT, the 22nd inst., of 
Shakspeare’s tragedy of MACBETH. Macbeth, Mr. W. 
Lionel! Harding; Macduff, Mr. Raymond Carter; Banquo, 
Mr. Harvie; supported by Messrs, J. H. Courtney, Latham, 
Fredericks, Wills, &. To be followed by THE CAPTAIN 
IS NOT A MISS, and THE OMNIBUS. Tickets may 
be obtained of Mr Harding,and at the Globe Tavern, Derby 
Street, King’s Cross. 
HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY.— Mr- 
THOMAS PAYNE begs most respectfully to tender 
his services to those Ladies and Gentlemen who, possessing 
the requisite abilities, wish to enter the profession. Ward- 
robes, Properties, Xc,. &c., supplied. Instruction given in 
Music, Singing, Dancing, Elocution, &c., &c. All letters 
requiring an answer to contain a Stamp, and be addressed 
to Mr. Tuomas Payne, 25, Bow Street, Covent Garden, 





O AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 
IN PARVO, 29, RatHBone Piace, Oxrorp STREET. 
The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 
re-modeled, is now replete with every convenience necessary 
for the practice of the Dramatic Art, including scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the night or 
otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on application to 
Mr. Jounavx, proprietor, 29, Rathbone Place, Oxford-st 
N.B.—Lessons on Elocution and Stage Art on equally 
moderate terms, 
N. B. Dramatic Classes are forming. Casts of the plays 
in preparation may be seen in the Green Room at any hour. 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton- square. 
References to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ... see One Shilling. 
Six Months ° . Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months... ....00 000+ Four Shillings. 
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